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It is indeed a pleasure to extend warm felicitations to the Nalanda Old Boys' Association in the United 
Kingdom for organizing the annual gala event, the Nalanda Silver Ball 2024. 

The Nalanda Silver Ball holds significant importance within the UK Sri Lankan schools OBA/OGA 
community, serving as a highly anticipated occasion where attendees gather to celebrate the rich legacy 
and enduring values of Nalanda College, Colombo 10. As they come together on Saturday, March 23,2024, 
let everyone reflect on the profound impact of the alma mater. 

Nalanda College has been a beacon of educational excellence, shaping the minds of countless individuals 
and instilling in them the virtues of integrity, leadership, and service. The Nalanda Silver Ball, with over 200 
distinguished guests in attendance, symbolizes the strong bonds of companionship and celebration 
nurtured by the alma mater. ' 

I commend the Nalanda Old Boys' Association in the United Kingdom for their unwavering commitment to 
fostering unity and preserving the traditions of Nalanda College. Their dedication to promoting educationai, 
cultural, and social initiatives reflects the spirit of camaraderie and collaboration that defines the Nalanda 
community.  

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the organizing committee for their tireless efforts in bringing this event to 
fruition. The dedication and commitment to preserving the spirit of Nalanda are truly commendable. 
As the alumni gather to honour the shared heritage and celebrate the achievements of Nalanda College, let 
everyone reaffirm the commitment to upholding its noble ideals and pursuing excellence in all endeavours. I 
hope that the Nalanda Silver Ball 2024 will be a resounding success, fostering stronger bonds of friendship 
and camaraderie among the esteemed alumni.

Y%S ,xld ckdêm;s

PRESIDENT OF SRI LANKA

Y%S ,xld m%cd;dka;%sl iudcjd§ ckrch 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Message

Ranil Wickremesinghe
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
March 23, 2024
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I am delighted to be sending this message on the occasion of the annual gala dinner dance 'Silver 
Ball 2024' hosted by the Old Nalandians' Association in the United Kingdom on March 23, 2024.

Since its foundation, the Old Nalandians' Association has grown into a multifaceted platform for 
promoting social and cultural interactions among Old Nalandians living in the United Kingdom and 
Europe. I equally take this opportunity to acknowledge the contributions of many outstanding Sri 
Lankans of Nalanda descent who have enriched the Sri Lankan community in the United Kingdom. 

Additionally, the Association continues to promote Buddhist philosophy and values in the United 
Kingdom, support the growth of Nalanda College in Colombo, and participate in charity and relief 
efforts in both Sri Lanka and the United Kingdom. 

I wish the Silver Ball 2024 success and Old Nalandians’ Association in the United Kingdom the 
very best in its future endeavours. 

Message from the High Commissioner of Sri Lanka in the 
United Kingdom

Rohitha Bogollagama 
High Commissioner

HIGH COMMISSIONER’S  Message
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It is my pleasure to send words of Goodwill for the Silver-Ball 2024 organized by the old Nalandians’ 
Association in the UK. Though living in foreign lands, it is happy to see you are still deeply tied to the roots.
  
This occasion will bring all those who cherish Mother Nalanda together. It would bring back your memories 
of good old school years when you were moulded as to be today. The education, and the experiences you 
got many years back, will strengthen you for your future that is unknown.

The tie of brotherhood you are bound as Nalandians will remain until your last day. It is a tie that is not to be 
untied. We are at the threshold to celebrate the centenary birthday of Mother Nalanda. It is a pride for us to 
be one of the most prominent Boys’ Schools in the island. We would strive hard to keep the good name for 
another century.

I would like to thank you for doing all you can to uplift the name of Nalanda College higher and higher, 
bringing worldwide recognition. Also, I wish all of you all the best in everything you do. 

Message from the Principal of Nalanda College

Iran Champika Silva 
Principal

PRINCIPAL’SMessage
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It is with great honor and pride that I welcome you all to 'Silver Ball 2024,' the premier event of the Old 
Nalandians' Association in the United Kingdom. In 2024, our OBA will celebrate its 33rd anniversary, and we 
are all sincerely proud of the various endeavors and commitments we have made. My sincere appreciation 
will always be extended to the previous committees and their members for their countless efforts in making 
our OBA a distinguished association in the United Kingdom.
 
Nalanda College Colombo will celebrate its 99th anniversary in 2024, while 2025 will be its centenary year. 
At present, our alma mater serves over 7,500 students. Our beloved school has produced numerous leaders 
and eminent professionals for the country and will continue to contribute the same to our country and to the 
world. The NOBA UK is extremely proud of all these achievements, and Nalandians living in the UK have 
contributed greatly towards numerous enhancements for the staff, students, and for our school. 

In our first year, the current OBA has participated in a wide range of events. The 'Battle of the Maroons UK 
2023' was one of the main events. While the Nalandians won the match for over 40s, the Anandians 
emerged as main champions. Many Nalandians and their families attended the highly successful event, 
which was live-streamed. This allowed Nalandians and other Anandians worldwide to interact and support 
their individual schools. Furthermore, it was a fun-filled musical evening that everyone thoroughly enjoyed. 

Every year, we host our Annual Dana to honor and bestow merit on our founder, Colonel Henry Steel Olcott, 
and for all the teachers, staff, and all deceased Nalandians. Therefore, this year's Dhana was held at 
Lumbini Vihara in London on the 18th of February. It was a successful event with everyone's dedication, 
support, and participation. 

On this wonderful evening, I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to our sponsors 
for their generosity and to the advertisers for their willingness to donate to our souvenir. Furthermore, I wish 
to express my gratitude to my committee for their hard work in making this event a success, and to our 
members and their families who have tirelessly worked to ensure that every event is both memorable and 
successful.

Finally, a massive 'Thank You' to all the wonderful guests! Without you, this hall would be empty. However, 
you all kindly purchased a ticket to grace this extravagant event, and that is truly remarkable! So, Cheers to 
everyone! Let's begin our 'Silver Ball 2024' in style! 

Message of Noba UK President

Best Wishes,
Chilan de Silva
President 
Old Nalandians’ Association UK

PRESIDENT’SMessage





OFFICE BEARERS
NALANDA OBA UK

2023/2024

PRESIDENT    CHILAN DE SILVA

SECRETARY   PRASANNA MUTHUKUMARANA

TREASURER   UDULA DE SILVA

VICE PRESIDENT    KAPILA JAYASENA

ASSISTANT SECRETARY    SURANGA WIMALASOORIYA

ASSISTANT TREASURER   SADUNA KAPUGEEKIYANA

EXECUTIVE OFFICE BEARERS PALINDA SAMARASINGHE
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SILVER BALL PERFORMING ARTIST
DUMAL WARNAKULASURIYA
Dumal Warnakulasuriya is a highly acclaimed Sri Lankan musician, 
vocal trainer, and reality show judge. Initially rising to fame as a top 
contender on the popular reality show "Sirasa Superstar," he 
launched a successful musical career with popular hits such as 
“Wassane Premaya,” “Diyawanna,” and “Nonchi." Beyond his own 
musical success, he continues to nurture emerging artists as an 
esteemed vocal coach and judge, shaping a lasting legacy in the Sri 
Lankan music industry.

BEST SINGER 
AWARD “PLAYBACK 

TELEDRAMA” AT 
SUMATHI AWARDS 

(2020 & 2023)

1.

SIGNEES BEST SINGER 
AWARD “PLAYBACK 
FILM” AT SIGNEES 

SALUTATION AWARDS 
(2022)

2.
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TOP 3 CONTENDER AT 
POPULAR REALITY 

MUSIC SHOW SIRASA 
SUPER STAR SEASON 3 

(2009)

8.

BEST SINGER AWARD 
“PLAYBACK 

TELEDRAMA” AT 
NATIONAL TELEVISION 

STATE AWARDS
(2015)

6.

BEST SINGER 
AWARD (FILM) AT 

SARASAVI AWARDS 
(2017)

5.

HONORARY AWARD FROM 
PERADENIYA UNIVERSITY 

OF SRI LANKA
(2017)

7.

BEST SINGER AWARD 
AT SRI LANKA STATE 

MUSIC AWARDS
(2013, 2015 & 2018)

4.

BEST SINGER AWARD 
“PLAYBACK 

TELEDRAMA” AT 
RAIGAM TELE AWARDS

(2019)
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SILVER BALL 2024 

6.30 PM - Reception 

 - Nalanda College Anthem 

 - Welcome speech by President of the Old Nalandians' Association in  

  the UK, Chilan De Silva

 - Starters are served 

 - Dumal’s performance with Roots

 - Let's warm up with Roots

 

9.30 PM  - Dinner is Served 

 - Music with Roots

 - Dole music with Roots

 -  Raffle Draw, Good Luck! 

 - Final chance to do your boogie 

 - Vote of thanks by the Secretary of Old Nalandians' Association in the  

  UK, Prasanna Muthukumarana

12.45 AM - National Anthem





WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

UDAYA PERERA
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THE ANNUAL
OLCOTT DHANA
PROGRAM

-2023 NOBA UK COMMITTEE IN ACTION

Annual Dhana organised by 
the Nalanda College Old Boys 
Association in UK in favor of 
bestowing the merits to our 
founder Colonel Henry Steel 
Olcott, teachers, all the staff 
members, and deceased 
Nalandians was held at the  
London Lumbini Vihara on 
Sunday the 18th of February 
2024 with all the members and 
their families.
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

NES SOLUTIONS
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THE BATTLE OF
THE MAROONS
UK - 2023

2023/24 NOBA UK COMMITTEE IN ACTION

Battle of the Maroons boasts an 
illustrious legacy as the school 
cricket encounter to produce the 
highest number of cricketers for 
the Sri Lankan national team. 
Battle of the Maroons UK, an 
extension of the legendary 
brotherly rivalry, seeks to foster a 
more tightly-knit overseas alumni 
community. With that aim, the 
annual cricket match was held on 
28th August 2023 at the Finchley 
Cricket Club, London.The event 
was well attended by enthusiastic 
past pupils of Ananda and 
Nalanda, together with their 
families. It was also live-streamed 
through FB, connecting eager 
Anandians and Nalandians around 
the globe with the lively action. The 
spectators were treated to a 
fantastic game of cricket with 
Ananda OBA taking home the 
main trophy while Nalanda OBA 
triumphed in the over-40 
encounter.
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SENDING HEARTFELT COMPLIMENTS TO
NALANDA SILVER BALL 2024

FROM
AN OLD NALANDIAN OF THE CLASS OF '95







WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

MAHESH THENNAKOON
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A TRIP DOWN
MEMORY LANE
Let us glimpse into the 
memories of 33 years of 
service and brotherhood of the 
Nalanda Old Boys Association 
in the UK, as captured through 
the lens
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Party Box
by Singi



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

MR S. LIYANAGE
OF YEAR GROUP 1962







WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

DR. RANJITH DISSANAYAKE



OLD NALANDIANS' ASSOCIATION
IN THE UK

"SILVER BALL 2024"
23RD MARCH 2024

RAFFLE DRAW

THANK YOU & GOOD LUCK!

1ST PRIZE : £250 CASH

2ND PRIZE : £200 CASH

3RD PRIZE : £150 CASH

4TH PRIZE : PAIR OF RAY-BAN AVIATOR SUNGLASSES WORTH £150

5TH PRIZE : GIFT VOUCHER WORTH £150 FROM THE PERFUME SHOP

6TH PRIZE : £100 CASH

7TH PRIZE :  TWO BOXES OF SEA CARGO TO SRI LANKA

• RAFFLE TICKETS ARE PRICED AT £10 PER STRIP OF 5 TICKETS

• TOTAL VALUE OF PRIZE FUND IS OVER £1,100

• PLEASE HELP US TO HELP OUR ALMA MATER & BUY A RAFFLE TICKET



The Organizing Committee of the Nalanda OBA UK Silver Ball 2024 
would like to thank
• His Excellency the President of Sri Lanka, Ranil Wickramasinghe for taking the time to   

 send us a message.

• His Excellency the High Commissioner of Sri Lanka in the UK, Rohitha Bogollagama for  

 his message.

• The Principal of Nalanda College Colombo, Mr Iran Champika Silva for his message.

• Mr Palinda Samarasinghe for his generosity for the raffle prizes.

• Mr Krishan Bulathsinghala for his generosity for the raffle prizes.

• Mr Kapila Jayasena for his contribution to the raffle prizes.

• Mrs Tharanga Dias for her contribution to the raffle prizes.

• Mr Sanjeewa De Alwis for his contribution to the raffle prizes.

• Dr Mark Dissanayake for his generosity in sponsoring the Violinist.

• All our valued advertisers in the souvenir

• Mr Dumal Warnakulasooriya for his amazing singing performance.

• Mr Hardeep Sigh for the energetic Dole Drum performance.

• Mr Nandana for his melodious violin performance.

• Mr Feroz Deen for masterfully compering and hosting the programme.

• Mr Dilshan Basnayake for his generous support in editing the video clip.

• Mr Chilan De Silva and 'Roots' for the stunning music.

• Mr Sisira Maddumage and Mr Praneeth Hettiarachchi for the great photography.

• Mr Amal Edirisoriya for the table linen and his support.

• Mrs Singi Weerasekara of 'Party Box by Singi' for the table decoration and the hall   

 decoration.

• Rantharu Caterers for catering the event 

• The Staff and the management of the Crowne Plaza Gerrards Cross for their   

 cooperation.

• We are very much indebted to all our guests for gracing this occasion to make the   

 evening a joyous one.

• Last but not least, A HUGE 'thank you' to all our brother NALANDIANS for their   

 continuous support to make this fabulous event a better one, year-on-year.

SPECIAL THANKS



For digital marketing coordination and content 
development for the event, including banners, videos, 
souvenirs, and tickets, Nalanda OBA UK would like to 

specially thank the volunteering efforts
of

Old Nalandian Vidura Withanapathirana.






